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Kuen received her training in art from the Malaysian Institute of Art (MIA) where she 
graduated with a Diploma in Graphic Art in 1986. She ventured into fine art painting in 
1999.

Since then, her works have been showcased at the Anugerah Gallery (now Starhill 
Gallery) in Jalan Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lumpur, and most of them have been sold at 
retail outlets such as House + Co (Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur) and Red Envelope 
(Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya).

Her works have also been featured in the Expat KL magazine, and the exposure has 
garnered her a strong following from the expatriate community.

The KLPac exhibition is Kuen’s first solo show. She sees in it the chance to gain a 
wider audience and to re-connect with those 
who appreciated her paintings in the past.

Rustic charm of kampung life

By : Dennis Chua 

E-mail : dchua@nst.com.my
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THE Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre (KLPac) in Sentul Park, presents 
"Essence Of A Tropical Life — In The Kampung", a solo exhibition of Kuen 
Stephanie’s works of art. 
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Her exhibition is strategically positioned outside the main entrances of the KLPac 
theatre halls. In this way, she hopes theatre-lovers will take the opportunity to admire 
her works as they enter or exit the halls.

Kuen’s works present stylised abstract figures, outlined with black contours, in a 
patchwork of bright colours that have been finished with a touch of naivety. Most of the 
paintings highlight the idyllic charm of rural life as compared to the hectic pace of city 
life.

The underlying message of her paintings is the need to balance the everyday values 
of both city and village.

Her works are also a tribute to the nation’s 50th year of independence.

Kuen’s oil and acrylic paintings on canvas will also be available for sale. The 
exhibition ends on April 8.

Time: 10am to 6.30pm daily. Venue: The Kuala Lumpur Performing Arts Centre 
(KLPac), Sentul Park, Jalan Strachan, off Jalan Ipoh. Call 03-4047-9000 or 012-218-
0690 or visit www.kuenstephanie.com and www.paletteandbrush.com.
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It has been more than a year since 
the ancient Malay tradition of 

makyong was recognised by Unesco as a world 
heritage treasure. Till today, its ageing matriarchs 
live in abject poverty, unnoticed by the rest of the 
world.

Makyong -- A 
forgotten treasure
Cover/Spotlight:

How you wish you could get rid of 
that petty little person. You can — by 
“beating him with clogs and shoes”. 

But there is a gentler and more refined way of doing 
it as CHAI MEI LING discovered during a visit to a 
Chinese temple.

The ‘Petty Person’ ritual

When you set a target, you are usually enthusiastic 
about achieving it. But it is certainly easier said than 
done. Very often, the initial energy fizzles out quickly, 
writes STEVEN C. in the third of a five-part series. 

Your mind can be an ally and 
greatest enemy
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