the arts at a glance

Return TOinnocence

tephanie Kuen's home-cum-studio ls a comoco-

pla of colour and actlvity, and subscribes 10 the

panticular brand of clutter known as charming, A

plush sola sits by 2 wooden Lable which s nexi

10 an antique stool — all her preclous finds trom
erstwhlle trips 1o Malacea. Amider all the dizsarray, 4 deep ma-
roon wall stands cul sgainst which a bold, brighily ealeured
canvas regally hangs.

“I'm no (an of the minimalist look at all,™ she says firmby,
And neither are hey palntings. As many other an pleces today
sirugghe 1o achleve 4 balince In eonomical uses of colouns and
lines, Stephanie’s work i mubtihued and somehow coovd
an intense sense of fun and playful innocence.

A sell-taught artis, Stephanie graduated with gquaificarions
in graphic design, and
nidde husbuand Joshua | who s
met (n college) concrphualised
Flavowrs magaioe (now under
the stewardship of The Sar)
“When | wanted 10 conceive
my son Brian, | moved my work
closer 10 home, and slanesd
going back 1o sketehlng and
drawing — an activiry | used 10
fove e & child,” Stephacke sayn
Joahus encouraged v 10 ke
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Weriniscent of e whimeical works of
Malisée ind Plcasso, Stephanies pheces
bear magen of characiers in s kampng
life, “Hot thal | ever lived: In one, bur |
\hink the imges of soch 4 pleasany, sim:
pibe lilestyhe saakied inlo me when | vialiad
Triendy (0 school or mry old leacheny™ the

ways thoughtfully, *1ve always iked rirol
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I tap more seriously, so armed with a canvas
a6 4 bew tubes of waleroolours Sirphanie
saried w0 paio. “I'd cbvioualy had mene
ursining and practice over the yean. o |
WANA s aahaened 10 hang iy padniings on
her il s | ned 1o b~ | ws turmilng Last
It pieces | was genulnety peowd of =
Sophanie send ey work w home dégor
s Lk House & Co and Bad Envelope, and
muh 10 hee surprise ey won gamensd 4
following. Agaln, it was Joshis whio enaur-
iged ber Loty by luck with gallerim. and
Anuggerah Catbery in the former Sarill Shop-
pheig Contre gave Sephanie her big break.
Sance e, Bephunie has smassed 4 o)
losaiig sl ys conalsting maostly of expairl.  Belsnet Pyl
i, o e w0 apgriate her bokd syle 8
Nthe ey, <1 never got a dipdom 40 fine arf or radsed nder 3
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